
 
JudithThomson
Thenaiveargument

considerastandardprolifeposition

Afetusis a humanbeingfromthemomentofconception

2everypersonhasarighttolife

3Oneperson'srighttolifeoutweighsanother'srighttodecidewhattodow theirbody
4therighttolifeofafetustherebyoutweighsthemother'srighttodecidewhattodow herbody
5 so abortionismorallyimpermissible

Thomson arguesthefirstpremise is naiveandtheothersare uncontroversial

Theviolinist

considerpremise3 oneperson'srighttolifeoutweighsanother'srighttodecidewhattodow theirbody

youwakeupw an unconsciousfamousviolinist andonlyyoucansavehimif youplugin tohimor9months

areyoumorallyrequiredtokeeptheviolinistplugged in

somesaymaybe butwhat if itwasor yourwhole life similarto howa childneeds toberaised

afterbirth

Thomsonsaysthiswouldbeoutrageous andthereforpremise3cannotbecorrect

TheExtremeview theinnocent's lifetrumpsall

Abortion is morallywrongeven ifthemotherwilldiew outanabortion

directlykillinganinnocentperson isalwaysimpermissible

directlykillingismurderandmurderis always impermissible

one'sdutytorefrainfromkillingismoreimportantthanone'sdutytokeepapersonFomdying

Oneshould letdie insteadof kill

Thomsonarguesthesearefalseclaims driver McCloskeycaseThomsonbystander McCloskeycaseeuthanasia

focuson principleb andconsiderwhatifkeepingtheviolinistpluggedin youwillalsobedead would thatbe

killingan innocentperson no youcannotdecidethat it isimpermissible



I lngan nCenPe 0 youcannotdecide1h I 1 ImpeMSSl

consideracrushingfetus ifcarryingthebabywillkillyou it'snotimpermissibletokill it

TheImpartialityview it is impermissibleforthedoctortoperformanabortioneven ifthemotherwilldiew

outone

Anabortionwouldbepermissible if itwasperformedbythemotherherselfoutofselfdefensefromthe
fetusthatwouldkillheroutofherrighttolife rightdoesnotextendtoa 3rdpartytoperform

theabortionforher doctorshouldbeimpartial

homeownercase mother andfetus areliketenantsin a housethathasbeenrentedtoboth but

the motherownsthehouse

motherownsherownbodyandshould beable to choosewhat happens w her body
andshe can givepermissionto a doctorto performanabortiontosaveherown life

Life necessitiesview Thefetushasa right to lifeandto what is necessaryto

sustaininingits life womb exceptwhenanother's life is at risk

opponent concedesabortion aspermissiblewhenthe mother's life is at risk but

impermissiblewhenmother's life isn't at risk

thefetusrightto life trumps themother'sright tocontrolherown body and
entities it to whatever is necessary for it tosurvive

Thomsonclaims it is mistakento thinkthat a rightto lifeentitiesother rights
the HenryFondacase if I am sick and theonlythingthatwillsavemeis Henry
Fonda's handshake but Ihavenoright tohis handshake

a rightto lifedoesnotconfera rightto all thethingsneededfor life I don't

have a rightto HenryFonda'scoolhandand thefetusdoesn'thave a right
to the mother'sbody

TheVoluntaryView thefetushas a righttothe mother'sbody in thecasethat the

mothervoluntarily concepted thebaby
opponentconcedesthat abortion ispermissible in the case ofinvoluntaryconception



OlPo nl concedes that botion S I rm b M thecase ofMVluntarycocep7

sexualassult but impermissible whenit'svoluntary
Thomsonclaims that incasesofnegligence unprotectedsexmaymakeabortion
impermissible BUT ifyoutakeprecautionstoavoidgettingpregnant should it

be impermissible still becauseyouhavepartialresponsibility exPillis ineffectiveI'D

TheBurglarcase iftheroomisstuffysoyouopen thewindowand a burglar
came in are youresponsible for theburglarcomingineventhough you locked

thedoor andtookprecautions

absurd tosuggest that ifyoudontwant burglars thendon't have

windows abstinenceshouldn't besuggested as theonlyoption

Thepeopleseedscase imagine if peoplegrewfrompollenseedsYoudon'twantachild

so youputscreensin But a seedfloatsthroughthescreenandtakesroot does

that personseedhave a righttoyourhouse
Thomson saysno youcanpluck thepersonseed when its a growing weed


