
 
ThomasNagel October25th

TheControlPrinciple

wearemorallyassesableonlytotheextentthatwhatweareassessedfordepends onfactorsunderourcontrol

ourmoralassessmentsshouldnotdifferwrespecttotwodifferentpeoplewhentheonlydifferentfactorsareoutof

theircontrol exresponsibledrivergoingthroughschoolzoneusOnethathitsachildwhorunsintotheschoolzone we

couldsaysomethingmorallybadoccurredbutnotthatthedriverdidsomethingmorallywrong

Moralluck

occurswhenanagentcanbecorrectlytreatedasanobjectofmoraljudgementdespitethatitwasoutofthe

person'scontrol

Resultant lucktheuncontrolled consequencesorresultsofyouractions

Moralluckwhenthereis already a degreeofresponsibility

nonnegligencewhenthereisnodegreeofmoralresponsibility responsibledriverkillssomeone moralbadluck

negligence1somedegreeofmoralresponsibility

2 circumstantialluckthesituationsyouhappentofindyourselfin

considercasesinwhichyoupassbyandyoucouldhelp

negligencecouldhaveeasilyhelpedbutdidn't get'sjudgedasnegativelymoral

supererogatoryhelpingbeyondthecallofduty getsmorallyjudgedin ahighregard
3 Constitutiveluckconcernsthewayyouhappentobeby nature nurture
naturalendowmentspeoplearetreatedasmoreimportant or judgeddifferently wealthycelebrities

nurturedendowmentspeopleareraisedwdifferentmanners habitsracistsSexists

Respondingtotheproblem

howdowerespondtotheparadoxconcerningmoral luck

denymoralluckandacceptthecontrolprinciple

acceptmoralluckanddenyorrestrictthecontrolprinciple


