
 
PeterSinger
Argument

Obligationsconcerningthedistantneedy

Premise1 suffering deathfromlackoffoodshelterandmedicalcareare bad

singerdoes notarguethis principlehetakesitexplicitlyfor granted

Premise2 it iswithin thepowerof theaverageperson in relativelyaffluentcountries to

reduce thedeathsufferingin the world

Americans are likely peoplewholive in a modern industrializedsociety and likely are

not extraordinarilypoor

singerarguesthat theworldis set upso that we can easilygive aid tothedistantneedy

Premise3 If it is withinourpowertopreventsomething badfromhappening withoutthereby

sacrificinganythingof comparablemoralimportance we oughtmorallytodo it

consider ifyouseeachilddrowning yououghttosavethemeven if it meansgettingmuddy

insignificant to thechilddying

Thepremisedoesnotdiscriminate betweenproximity numbers

proximitymakesnomoraldifference maymake itmorelikelythatweassistbutdoesn't

concernwhether we oughtto proximitydoesn'tincreaseobligation distancedoesn'tdecreaseit

numbers

ofpeoplewhocanhelp if youare in a positionto helpyouare obligatedtohelpwhetherYOU

are theonlyonewhocan or one ofmanywhocan help

Singerdoesn'tdiscussrecursion

Mostphilosophersacceptsupererogatorydutiesfactionsthatextendbeyondwhatmoralityrequires

but singerdenies thedistinctionbetween obligation supererogatory

singerclaimscharity is required ifyoudon'tyouareblamedfor thedeath1suffering of

thoseyoucouldhavehelped



Ih seyou 001 h e helld

Singeracknowledgeswhatis requiredofyoudependson thetypeofworldyoulivein and

thestateofyourownpersonal life strong withoutsacrificinganything ofcomparable

moral importance levelofmarginalutilityimoderate woutsacrificingsomethingmorally

significant

Conclusion Weoughtto actso as to reducebadthingsdeathsuffering in the worldwithout

sacrificinganythingof comparablemoralimportance weare morallyobligatedto reduce

or preventdeathsuffering in theworld bc we can exbydonating

Animal Liberation

CentralClaims

speciesism viewthat it ispermissible to treat otherspeciesdifferentlysimplybcthey
are anotherspecies

Singer'sargumentagainstspeciesismbyappealto an equalitarianprinciple
relaventbeingsdeserveequal consideration if the argumentcannotberefuted the

conclusioncallsfor achangein humanpractices


