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DahomeyKingdom16001900WestAfrica

knownforstartingslavetrade includingwomen intheirarmy
wealthwasmeasuredbyfamilysize peoplewantedslaves1tobeslaves

bridewouldbringtheirslaves searchforotherwivestoextendtheirfamily

Moralstatus ofpolygamy

evaluationsincludejudgements ofvalue butwhatmakesanyparticularevaluationcorrect

particularjudgementsstandorfall w theacceptanceofthepremisesfromwhichtheyderive

thebasicassumptions ofacultureinvolvethevaluesthecultureadoptsas abasisforevaluating judgements

Theproblemtheassumedvaluesofoneculturecanconflictwassumedvaluesofanotherculture

Arethereabsolutemoralstandardsor aretheyrelativetoculture

moralfacts areevaluationsmaderelativetoourexperience culturallypatterned

MoralRelativism

moralfactstruthsdependonculturalvalues whatislegaldependsonwhatlawsarebindingonyouwhat is rude

dependsonyourculture nosuchthingas objectivelegalness1rudeness

rightmeansrightforcultureX moraltruthsareculturallydependent

aremistakespossible

Agivenindividual yes iftheyarecontrarytoanindividual'sownculture'svalues

agivenculture no eachculturecannotbecorrect1incorrectinbasicvalues itholds

Whyweshouldacceptmoralculturerelativism

BothclaimsareputativelytruepolygamyismorallycorrectfortheDahomypolygamyismorallyincorrectforAmericans

Herskovitsbelievesthattheseempiricalclaimsaretrue againstethnocentric

tolerationarguesweshouldbetolerantofotherculturesvaluesandit'swrongtointerferewotherculturespractices

BernardWilliamsProblems

selfdefeatingargumenttolerationitselfis amoralclaimsois it trueorfalse



et d eatgarg enl l a 0 Ilsa s amoralcam s is l l oFa

eithertolerationisobjectivelytrueandrelativism isfalse orthereiscircularjustificationclaimingtolerationiscorrect

becauseourcultureaccepts it as avalue

Book notes
Herskovits Culturerelativism Culturalvalues

Consideringsocialnorms from other points ofview creates alternative answers

basedon different conceptions of desirability

exampleDahomeyWestAfrica biggerfamily higher status

culturalrelativism anapproach to the nature roles ofvalues in cultures

judgements arebasedonexperienceexperience is interpretedbyeachindividualin
terms of their own enculturation definitions ofnormalare relativeto the cultural

frame of reference

EthnocentrismPOVthatone'sownwayof life isprefferedto all others

humanslive in accordancewith the waystheyhavelearned

relativisticpov validity in every set of norms values they represent
Absolutes txed differ from culture to culture

Universals leastcommondenominators to

Moral relativism

methodological oneseeksto understand behavior in a culture refrainsfrom

making interpretations that arise from apreconceived fame ofreference

philosophicalconcernsnature of culturalvalues implications of an epistemology

that derivesfrom recognition of enculturativeconditioninginshapingthought behavior

practical involveapplication1practiceof the philosophicalprinciples tocrossculturescene

Culturalhistoryteaches tostudy parallelisms in humancivilizations the differentways
manhasdevisedtofulfil hisneeds



MA hasdevisedtofuhn hisneeds

in a culturewhereabsolutes arestressed the relativism of a different culture

will be hard to understand

Williams InterludeRelativism

What is right canonlybe understood as whatisrightfor agivensociety
ifsocietyis regardedas a cultural unit

When Cortezcametoamericaand decidedthenatives were inferior if a burglarwalks

in on thehouseownermurdering someone is hemorallyobligatednot to interfere bc

he is trespassing

itcannotbe a consequence of thenature of morality that no societyoughtto

everinterferewianotheror indfromoneconfronted w thepracticesofanother

will react wiacceptance relativism is inconsistent circular reasoning


