































Margaret Little
Cosmeticsurgerymedicalenhancements

oftenmotivatedbysuffering notadesireforbeautybuttoendalienationandescape teasing toconform

Littleclaimsthereshouldbespecial concernesaboutsurgerieswhosmoralstatus is complicated when the

motivation ofthesurgery comesFomsufferingfom norms ofappearance

3cases 3moralplanessufferingisthesamebuttheyeachraisedifferentmoralconsiderations

AestheticPreference societyexpresses apreference createsnonharmful aestheticnorm

ex having1chin in asocietywhere doublechins are attractive

societyisnotmorallyimplicatedfortheperson'ssuffering noteverythingunfortunateisunfair

PrejudicialBehavior societyexercises aprejudice participatesinmorallyproblematicbehavior

exhavingbigears in asocietywheretheyaremocked

societyis morallyimplicated1culpable fortheperson's sufferingbyitsenforcementof a norm

Suspectnormst injustice Societyreinforcesan injustice 1complicit indeepsystematicmoralwrongs

exbeingAfricanAmericanor a womangivenourcurrentnorms ofappearance

normsofappearanceusuallyfavoreuropeanfeaturescurrentnormshaveimmoralcontent

thecontentofcertainnormsofappearance isdeeplyunjustbctheyreinforceideasthat racessexesare

unequal in value

Responsibility in medicine thephysician'srelationshipto thesystemthatcausessuffering

Littlebelieves theseissues cannot beresolvedby
specifyingthepurposeof medicalpractice whethercosmeticsurgeriesforaestheticreasonfallwithin

thepurposeofmedicalpractice or whetherit's adutytoaddress all theharmsin themaintenance

ofhealth toalleviatepatient'ssuffering
2 weighingtherisksbenefits ofprocedureson a casebycasebasis whetherparticularsurgerywould

bein the intrestofthatparticularindividual

ComplicitAction
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normsimplytheyareworthyofbeingadheredto

action asurgeon'saction is assumedtobeokay bc themedicalcommunity isrespected may
reinforce asuspect1injust systemregardlessofthe surgeon'sintention


