
 

Kent Booknotes
PREFACE

3fieldsofancientgreekphilosophy
logicstudyofpurethoughtindependent ofanyobjects

Physics naturalphilosophy studyof howthingshappenin theworldofmaterialobjects

Ethicsstudyofhowthingsought to happenin theworldofhumanbeings

Purephilosophydealswithonlypriori conceptsthatoccur independentlyofexperienceIperception

basicideasaboutthe worldnotionsof timespacecausation areprioriconceptshard

wiredinto our brains

Empiricalphilosophydeals w theobjectsweexperience intheworldaround us

Actions are not completelymoral iftheyonlyappeartoconformto moral law but

tack a moral motivation moralactionsshould bedone for the sake ofmorality
as opposed to selfinterest

Moral ideasmay beuniversallyvalidonly iftheyarebasedontheintrinsicvalidity of

priori concepts
Humannatureshould notbeaconsideration in moralthinking
Rationalideashavea strongclaim toauthority moralitybasedon reasonwould be bestsystem

Section 1
Qualities ofcharacter wit intelligencecourage

Qualitiesofgoodfortunewealthstatus goodhealth

Reasonsfrictionwillbring awillthats good in itself

duties arespecificobligationsof a goodwill

Actionsaregenuinelygoodwhenthey are doneErdutyalone
Actionsare judged notbytheir intendedpurpose but bythe Maxim or
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principle that servedas the motivation

dutiesshould bedoneout of reverencefor the law only a rational being
could recognize a morallaw t Act outOFrespectfor it

LAW Ofmoralityweshouldact so the Maxim motivatingprinciple ofour actions tobecome

a universal law

Theonlyprincipleofuniversalvalidityare prioriprinciples ofreason1logic non contridiction

Fundamentallysimilartothebible's dountoothers as wewouldhavedoneuntous

Contridictions againstKant

Hegel arguedourthinkingisstructuredbybeliefsinstitutions traditions of the

society we live in youcan'tknow whatactionsareselfcontradictoryunlessyou
knowabout theirsocietycan'tdevelop moralprincipleswoutconsidering circumstances

of the world

section2
Reason'sdemands imperatives command that a singleactionis necessary tosome

purpose exattainmentofpersonalhappiness

categoricalimperativescommandthat an action is necessary in of itself mustbe

derived apriori actonlyin a waythat you could want theMaximofyouraction

tobecome a universal law


