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Centralclaims

Consider tradeoffcaseswhicheitheronecanpreventharmto agroupof5people or preventthesameharm

tooneperson

Shouldweconsiderthenumber ofpeopleinvolvedinatradeoffcaseassomethinginitselfsignificantwhen

determiningpermissibility

JudithThomsonarguesherdistributionexemption yes itspermissibleinsomecases BUTthat doesn't

implythattheopposite is impermissible

TaurekClaimswhenallthingsareequalthere is nomoralrequirementtosave5oversavingthe 1 it is

morally permissible toonlysave theone

Trade off case 1

youhavealifesavingdrugthatoneneedsall of 5others needonly45ofthesupplyto live

whatareyoumorallyobligatedtodo

Tarekrejectstosavethegreatestnumberbutagreestoat leastgivethedrug tosomeone

supposetheEvepeopleareold1stupid whenthingsarenotequal therespectivedeathsmightbeworse

forotherreasons

Case 2 samescenariobutyouknowthe onepersonwhorequiresthewholedoseand he isyourfriend

TaurekStatesthat itispermissible tosaveyourfriendandsonumberscountmustbefalse

Taurek'sassessment

Thesisin contentionotherthingsbeingequalOneoughttochoosetosavegreater ofpeople

premise 1 if numberscountistrueyoucannotchoose tosaveyourfriend impermissible todoso

but ifthingsarenotequal even ifnumberscount is true it is permissible tosavedavid doesntapply

taurekrespondsbydenyinganyspecialobligationtothefriend Taureksaysit'snot hisbestfriendandjust

becausehehappens to haveagreaterconcernforhiswellbeingcomparedtotheothers itdoesnotmakehim

obligatedtosavethem



o g ed sae m

Case 3 youhavethelifesavingdrugbutit isDavid's samesituationbutthenDavidasksforthedrugback

isDavidmorallyrequiredtogivehisdrugto the 5 orkeep ittosavehimself

TaurekarguesDavidwouldkeepthedrugbcnoonewouldgivetheirlifetostrangersDavidsavinghimselfwould

violatenorightsofthe5

ifDavidispermittedtouse hisowndrugwhycouldn'tyougiveit tohimwhenyouownedit

Tarek'sassessmentpart2

premise1 ifnumberscountis true thenyoucannotchoosetosaveDavidratherthanthe5whenyouowndrug

premise2But it ismorallypermissibleforDavidtosavehimselfwhenheownsthedrug

premise3 if it ispermissibleforDavidtosavehimselfwhenheownsthedrugthen itmustbepermissiblefor

youtosaveDavidwhenyouown thedrug

premise4 so itispermissiblefor metosaveDavidtoo P2P3modusponens

Conclusionnumberscountisfalse PiP4modustokens

itseemstopresuppose animpartialmoralpointofview worseforwhom

ideaof worsethat itselfrequiresafurtherrelationalclause

P2 it is worseforDavidincase 3 applyingthat to case 2what isworseforyou ToseeDavid

diewouldbeworse therefore it is permissibletosaveDavid

NumbersShouldn'tCount

if numbersdon'tcountwhat do youdo in atradeoff casewhereyoudon'tknowanyone or

haveanypersonalpreference Doyousavethe 5

Tareksaysno heoffersto tip acoinforeachpersontodecide iftheygetthedrugto express

equalrespecttconcern


