
 

JohnMill Readingnotes
In sciencestruths can have meaningevenwhenwedon't understand the principles

In lawsethics astatement that is foundedon anaccepted theory has little

Validity Allactionexistsfor a particular end

inorder to knowwhatmoralitydictatesit'snecessarytoknowbywhathumanstandard

actionsshould bejudged

Moralityofanactionisbasedonwhatbringsthe bestgeneralstate oftheworld

Utilitypleasureitself the absence of pain TheGreatesthappinessprinciple actions

are rightastheypromotehappiness

pleasure absence ofpain are onlythingdesirableas ends in themselvesinherently
good

heirarchy ofpleasures quality andquantity

humanpleasuresaresuperiortoanimaliticones happiness is a sign we are exercisingour

higherfaculties

peoplewhousehigherfaculties are lesscontent bctheyhave a deepersenseofthe

limitations of theworld

greatestsourceofunhappinessisselfishness t lackofmentalcultivation

Willingness tosacrificeone's own happinessforthat of others isthe highestvirtue

Utilitarianjudgement ofan act isbasedonthe happiness of all people morality of an

Action is basedonthegoodness of the resultonly

Onreligion if Godwantsthe happiness of all hispeople utilitarianism is morereligiousthan

any other doctrine
individuals motivesdonotmatter in morality

JohnStuart Mill
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Qualitative Utilitarianism
Similarities withBentham
acceptsphychological and ethical hedonism

Utilityas a normalstandard
GreatestHappinessprinciple as the fundamental
moralprinciple

Differences withBentham
Values are heterogeneous differ in kind andquality
some pleasures are more desirable and qualitatively
superiorto lowerones
Rationalfaculty gives mentalpleasures higher

Creationdivineproblematicpassive

Animal nature gives physicalpleasure lower
Sexextasydrugsenhancers

Pleasuresdo not aggregate
Happiness is adistinctivehuman characteristic

content refers to satisfaction happiness refers
to having a good human life
better to be happy but unsatisfied than vise versa


