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CentralClaims

Therearenoobjectivevalues nihilismneithermoralvaluesgoodnessrightnessoraestheticvaluesbeautyrepulsiveness

TheMethodology

Mackie3typesofquestions

is wrong normativequestionwhichactionsarerightorwrong

differentfirstordernormativeethicalviewsprovideanswersbasedontheirconceptionofthe good

Whatdoes iswrongmean secondordersemanticquestion

themeaningofmoralclaimsdifferentmetaethicaltheoriesgivedifferentanswers

subjectivistwrongformemoralrelativistwrongforusculturenaturalistrealismproducespainnonnaturalist

realism1refersto anonnaturalentity

Mackiearguesnonnaturalistrealismiscorrect ourmoralclaimsjudgementsor beliefsinvolve aclaimtoobjectivity

3 istheresuch athingaswrongness secondorderontologicalquestion

Whether valueentitiesexist doobjectivevalues goodnesswrongness actuallyexist

Anontologicalthesis

Mackie arguesnoobjectivevaluesexist intheuniverse

allaffirmativejudgements Xis 2 arefalsebctheyincludeunwarrantedclaimstoobjectivity

nonaffirmativejudgements Xis not2 arealwaystrue but in a trivialway

Argumentfromqueerness

Metaphysical thenatureof thenatureofthingswouldbepeculiar

Epistemological howcouldweknow ifwewereawareofthem itwouldbebysomespecialfacultyorability

theproblemdoesn'tconcernthenonnaturalnatureofmoralvalues buttheirnatureofas callingforandmotivating

thenatureofobjectivemoralvalues as callingforsomething detectingmoralgood1wrongsbya6thsense
2thenatureofmoralentitiesarealsointrinsicallymotivatingalteryourpsychologicalstatesoyouexperiencemotivation

topersueandavoidthings



toprueandavoidIngs
3thenatureofthepurportedSpecialFacultydetectingobjectivevalues

Booknotes

Thereare noobjectivevalues

moralskepticism1subjectivism inregard to theobjectivityofvalues a negativedoctrine

explains whatthereisn't an ontologicalthesis

colors as secondary qualities

if onepersonclaimssomethingis wrongandanotherthat it is not

Objectivistwillsaytheyare contradicting eachother one of the twomustbewrong
descriptivism meaningofethicaltermsarepurelydescriptive notevenpartlyprescriptive or

emotiveor evaluative

Kantcannotexplain howpurereason is practicaleither

Sidgwick if anegoistclaimshis happiness is objective a utilitarian canargue that the

egoist'shappiness isnotanymoreobjectivelydesirable thananyoneelse'shappiness

referringtomoralreasoning1arguments somewhere in theinputofan argument in the premises

or form therewillbesomething that cannotbeobjectivelyvalidatedsomepremisethat

isn't simplytrue1formthat isn'tvalidas amatterof general logic


