
 

Rt Book notes

moralitydoingtherightthing and Justice doingthefairthing sometimes aren'tthesame

TheMcCloskeycaseexplainswhyutilitarianismdoesn'tgoalong w justice

J Smartsaysbothoptions are bad but the lesser oftwoevils wouldbetohang
theinnocent man

H.C.S mart

MethodologicalBackdrop
moral consensus common moral consciousness

prevailing beliefsabout what is morally rightwrong
Ethical theory
principles that determinewhich actions
are morally correct

Testing an Ethical Theory
Does an ethical theory align with the
moral consensus
To what extent should a theory Ft with
the moral consensus
Dis alignment is inevitable
Shouldguide us to truth correct our mistakes
sometimes moral consensus canchallenge the

theory itself

McCloskey's case

testing utilitarianismagainst moral consensus

testing theprinciple of utility
d the lH l do n d're



whFet
does theprinciple tell us to do in dire

trade off circumstances kill an innocent

person to savemanyothers
does theprincipleprovide a plausible explanation
OFcorrectaction if not we have to reject
thetheory entirely

Whatdoes thedire conclusionsay about utilitarianism
Whatutilitarianismtellsustodokilltheman is unjustsotherefore

utilitarianismandthepricipleofutilityisraise

Smartsresponse A utilitarianshouldaccepttheconsequences of theview

that it ismorallycorrect to beunjustinsomecases Choosingbetween
the lesser oftwoevils notfocusing onproducingthemostpleasurebut

preventingthegreatestpain


