
 

Euthanasia

actofkillingorpermittingthedeathofhopelesslysickorinjuredindividuals in arelativelypainlesswayformercy greek

meaninggood1easydeath

activedeliberativelydoingsomethingtoacceleratetheendofalife injectionoverdoseetc

passive allowing abeingtodiefromnaturalcausesalreadyendingalife unplugginglifesupportrefusingsurgery

Active

consciousandcompetentdonotwanttheremainingwayoflife

LillianBoyes 70glowomandyingfromarthritispainKillerscouldn'thelpibegantobegherdoctortokillher

Doctorinjectedherw a lethaldose WIfamiliessupport wasthenconvicted ofattemptedmurder

PatriciaDianeTrumbull 45yowomanwleukemiawhorefusedchemotherapy
Doctorperscribedmedsfor insomniawdirectionsonhowmanytooverdose Drwasnotconvicted

NancyB 25yloparalyzedfromneckdowncouldonlywatchTVcouldn'tbreathonherown Shewenton2hungerstrikes

andtookhercasetocourttoorderherdoctortounplugher

judgereluctantlyagreedherdeathwasnaturetakingitscorse

JanetAdkinsrecognizedshehadAlzheimer's andreachedoutto adoctorthatadvertisedpoison

doctorestablishedthatshewassoundinmindandawareoftheconsequences hookedhertomachineandallowedher

toinjectherself doctorwasconvincedofseconddegreemurder

Unconsiousandincompetentrelativesseektoallowapersontodie

NancyCruzandiedbutwasresuscitatedandputonlifesupportmachinein a vegetativeState

familymemberstookhercase tocourtafter5yearsbcthehospitalwouldnot letherdie courtruledtoletherdie

TerrieSchiavoheartattackputherinapersistentvegetativestate

herhusband1legalgardianappealedtohaveherfeedingtoberemoved BUTherparentstooklegal guardianshipbackand

wantedtokeepheralive courtinitiallyruledtotakeoutthefeedingtubebutthenappealedandhadtoreinsert it



JamesRachels

conventionaldoctrineoneuthanasiaactive isalwaysimpermissible passive issometimespermissible

Argument 1 what'smorehumane

considera patientdyingofterminalcancer onecouldargueit ispermissibletowithholdtreatmentto

notprolongsuffering it is humanetoallowthepatienttodietonotextendsuffering
Rachelsassessment slowandpainfulus quickandpainless

Oncetheinitialdecisionismadenottoprolonghislifeofagonythenactiveeuthanasiaseemspreferable

topassive tominimizesufferring
consideraninfantwDownsandotherdefects infantwoulddie if defectsweren'ttreatedw simpleoperation

parentsaretoldandallowedtheoptionofnottreatingthedefects andtheinfantwoulddie
Rachel5assessment ifthedecisiontoletthebabydieis alreadymadethenit'scruelto not allow itto
relievea lethalinjection

Argument2 Irrelevantgrounds

considerthesamesituationoftheinfantwDownsandotherdefects

what istherealissuehereRachelsclaimsthattheissueisnotthedefects buttheDownssyndromeand

themattershouldbedecidedonthatbasisnotontheirrelevantquestionof ifornottocurethedefects whether

thelifeofaninfantwDowns isworthperserving

if it is a lifeworthperservingtheinfantshouldbeallowedtolive dothesurgery

if it isnotparentsshouldbepermittedtoletitdieregardlessof if it hadotherlifethreateningdefects

andsoanyinfantWIDowns andtheparentsdon'twant it tolive a lethalinjectionshouldbepermitted

thedistinctionbetweenkillingandlettingdie usuallykillingseemsmorallyworse BITRachelsthinks

thatassumptionisfalse

Case 1 Smithkilleda childbydrowning killed

case2Jonesgoestodrownachildbutaccidentallydropshimonhisheadintothetub Jonesdoesn'tkill

thechildbutwatches ashedrowns letdiet



I child ul alchs s he Wns let e

wasone'sbehaviormorallybetterthantheothers Rachelsarguesthatthereisnomoraldifference

betweenkillingandlettingdie Afterthedecision ismadetonolongerprolongone'slifeactiveeuthanasia is

notpermittedon irrelevantgrounds

lifeisnotworthperserving allowactiveeuthanasia


