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Centralclaims

Theprincipleofalternatepossibilities Statesanecessaryconditiononmoralresponsibility

Suppose AgentXperformsaction A incircumstanceC

Whatmakes it thecasethatX ismorallyresponsiblefor A whyissomeonesubjecttomoralevaluation

Moral responsibilitywecanchoosetodoonethingoveranother

determinismeveryeventoroccurrence in theworldis necessitatedbyantecedentconditionsinconjunctionwilaws

of nature includeshumanchoiceactionbehavioretc

ifthisistruewearen'tmorallyresponsibleFrwhatwedobecause it isphysically determined

Frankfurtarguesthetruthofdeterminism isirrelevanttoresponsibility apersonismorallyresponsiblefortheir

actions butthepersoncouldnot havedoneotherwise

FourJonescases

Jonesdecidedof hisownreasonstodosomeaction xThensomeonethreatenshim todothatsameactionXJones

completes X

1 Jonesiidlecoercion Jones1 isstrongpersonalityandchoosestocompletetheactionregardlessofthethreat

heisresponsibleforhisaction thefactthat hewasthreateneddoesnotreduce themoralresponsibilityhe

wouldotherwisebearfor hisact

Jones2coercion verysensitiveandcompletelyforgethisoriginaldecisionbutcompletesthesameactionoutoffear

of thethreat

Jones2 isnotresponsibleforhisaction

3 Jones3 overdetermination acknowledgesthatthethreatdidn'tleadhimtoactbecausehealreadywanted

toperformactionx thethreatwouldhavemadehimact ifhedidn'twanttoanywayI

Jones isresponsibleforhisactionbecausethethreatdidn'tinfluencehisdecision

4 Jonesy idlemanipulation someone isabletomanipulatehismindwouthimknowingandwanted tomake

Jonescomplete X butjoneswasalreadydoing itanyway



Joes c p e X b l jnesws are y dog l ng y
Jonesyis morallyresponsiblefor hisactionsbuthecouldnot havedoneotherwise

Frankfurtprovesthat theprincipleof alternatepossibilitiesrationalorcasual iswrong

Revision

Originalresponsibleforwhatshehasdoneonlyifshecouldhavedoneotherwise

Revision 1 apersonis notmorallyresponsibleforwhatshehasdonebecauseshecouldn'thavechosenotherwise

impliesthatdeterminism moralresponsibilityareincompatible

Revision2 apersonis notmorallyresponsibleforwhatshehasdoneonly becauseshecouldn'thavechosenotherwise

compatiblewithdeterminism thetruthofdeterminismisirrelevant

Frankfurtacceptsrevision2 weare responsibleforwhatwedowhenwewillinglychoosetodo it

Booknotes
Aperson ismorallyresponsibleforwhattheydidonlyif shecouldhavedoneotherwise


