
 
Assumptions

Whetherornotabortion is morallypermissible standsorfallsonwhether afetusis abeingwhose lifeit is

wrong toend

Abortionmightbepermissibleincaseswherethewoman'slifeisat riskor incasesofrape

Thestalemateprochoiceand antiabortiongroups bothhavevalidclaims thatbuildtheirargument Marquis

argues weneedtoexaminetheunderlyingprinciples theviewsarerelyingon theprinciples losetheir

plausibilityunderanalysis

WhyshouldbiologicalfeatureshumanDNAImakea moraldifference

whyshouldpsychologicalfeatures rationalcapabilitiesorsocialconsciousnessmakeamoraldifference

Whykillingiswrong

Thewrongnessof killingconcernstheeffecton thevictim beingkilledis one ofthegreatestloss

a victimcansuffer

butwrongnessisnotonlya matteroflosingonesbiological life

afutureofvalue deprivesvictimofafutureandthingstheycouldvalue

Marquisarguesthateven if thefetusis notyeta person theyhaveafuture ofvalue
fetuses haveafuturelikeours whichis afuture ofvalue
a
itfollows thatabortion isprimaarcieacceptedascorrectseriouslymorallywrong

argumentdoesn'tdependon if thefetusis apotentialperson justthat it hasafuturelikeOurs

depriving afutureofvalueis nota necessarycondition onlya sufficientcondition ofthewrongness

of murder so whatmakesabortionsometimespermissible

Marquis claimsitcould be justifiedifariling to abortwouldbeat least as great
RivalAccounts

Thedesireaccountpeoplehave a strong fundamentaldesireto liveiwhatmakeskillingwrong

is that killing interferes w flirtingthisdesire

fetuses are incapableofthis desire



fetuses a e l apabeo lns sre

Marquisclaimsthat'sfalse bc wecan'tkillsuicidal docassisted wedesireto liveprimarily

bc we value thegoods of life notjust living

Thediscontinuationaccount

wevaluetheexperience of livingandforvaluableexperiencesto continue

afetusdoesn'thaveany experiences tovalue sothe discontinuation accountdoesn'tfindabortionimmoral

Marquisthiswouldmake it permissibletokillpeoplewoutvaluableexperiences euthanasia lonelypeople

Objections

1 afutureofvalue requiresthatthebeingisavaluerfetusesarenotvaluers

Marquisclaimsthat inthefutureitwillhaveaEtureof value

doesnotcommentonthatfetusesarenotvaluers

2 A righttofuturebenefitsrequiresthatthebeingiscapableofinterestsfetuses are not capableof

caringaboutorhavingintrests so somefuture benefitscannot be its right or in itsinterest

Marquisclaimsthatbeingincapableofcaringdoesn'timplytherearenothinginitsinterests

3thefetuscannotbeavictimandtherecannot bewronged afetusis notsentientcabletoseeIfeelthings

so it cannotbe avictimofbeingharmed mentalactivityis requiredto be a victim

Marquisobjectsthat ifyoukilledhimwhenhewasunconsciousitwouldvictimizehimeven ifhe'sincapable

ofmentation

4Marquis viewimpliesthatcontraception isimmoral itpreventsafetusfrombeingconcievedandthusdeprives it

of afutureofvalue

Marquisclaimsthatnothingisdeniedahumanfutureofvaluebycontraception

there is nosubjectof harmin aspermanovum aspermtownseparatelyortogether

morallypermissibleabortionscanoccur ifitsveryearlyinthepregnancy thefetusis notyetan
individual spermovumjointogetherbutdon'tattachtouterinlining planB isacceptable


